
Having a Pull-Out Kitchen Table 
For a compact home, when one thinks of a kitchen, it is merely a 
space for cooking instead of a whole place dedicated to itself. The 
kitchen also becomes a go-to space somewhere in the corner or 
centre of small homes. Hence, having a pull-out breakfast table or 
a kitchen table can be worthy furniture for small spaces. This table 
can act as a multipurpose furniture piece that can be used to sit 
and spend one’s leisure time. It can pop up when one needs it and 
be hidden at other times.

By exploring 
great ideas for 

designing furni-
ture for small 

spaces, we can 
even manage to 
attain designs 
that are space-

saving, time-sav-
ing, easy to main-
tain, and give us 

an efficient 
lifestyle 
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This two bedroom apartment re-
minds one of  the rolling blue 
seas of  the Mediterranean. The 

bright blue against the stark white 
pays homage to the classic, clean beau-
ty of  the seaside. 

The interiors of  this abode in Baner, 
Pune are gracious, quiet and elegant, 
reflecting the owners’ style and vision 
for the space. The open design invites 
in the abundant sunlight and makes 
the bright hues pop to life during the 
day. At night, the strategic lighting 
achieved using lampshades and spot-
lights highlights those same elements 
in a more subdued tone. 

The honey-coloured wood used 
throughout the house provides the per-
fect amount of  warmth to the interiors. 
The sparse furniture blends in with its 
surroundings making the space feel 
more spacious and the natural light 
streaming in through the windows en-
gulfs anyone walking through the door 
in a gentle embrace.  

Another interesting detail is this 
wooden shelf  hanging in the living 
room corner. The sleek black support-
ing bars give it a swing-like character, 
perfectly in sync with the overall look 
of  the house. The most subtle details 
can often be overlooked when those de-
tails are at the core of  the home’s per-
sonality and charm. One of  those de-

tails is the white brick texture on the 
entrance wall, perched atop a thin clas-
sical moulding. The imprinted lines on 
the wall once again remind us of  the 
earthy, white architecture along 
Mykonos’ shores  

The home’s heart and soul is the liv-
ing area and the semi-open kitchen. 
The wooden rafters on the ceiling add a 
rustic touch to the space, while the 
dainty furniture balances the airiness 
of  the room. The wooden break-
fast counter stands bold as 
the only partition between 
the common area and the 
kitchen, maintaining a 
sense of  privacy for the 
homeowners.  

The design theme is seam-
lessly followed into the 
kitchen; from the white counter-
top and cabinets, up to the open wood-
en shelves. The straight black lines on 
the cabinet wall come together to form 
a groovy pattern, adding a little play-
fulness to the cooking area. The natu-
ral light from the windows seems to 
bounce off  the shiny white surfaces 
and fill the room with warmth. The ar-
tificial lighting in the kitchen adds a 
spotlight effect to the spatial elements. 
These teardrop-shaped pendant lights 

are a classic example of  minimalism 
and elegance.  

The master bedroom’s design has a 
serene and solemn vocabulary, inter-
spersed with colourful elements such 
as the blue rafters, floral wallpaper and 
French wardrobe shutters. The opaque 
glass on the wardrobe works with the 
broad frame to lend a certain masculin-
ity to the otherwise soft interiors. The 
study adjacent to the bay window is a 

light-filled and joyful corner of  
the room.  

As a last nod to the 
Mediterranean theme, the 
master bedroom has bright 
blue rafters on its ceiling 

and streaming down on the 
wall is a canopy of  blue wis-

teria wallpaper, engulfing the 
bed frame delicately and binding 

together the room’s features.  
The wide steps leading up to the plat-

form above provide a resonant warmth 
against the white floors and ceiling. 
The cosy study area, alongside the 
tranquil mandir, forms an ideal corner 
for some solitude and focus. The tradi-
tional bells hanging on the mandir 
door frame add just a touch of  symbol-
ic beauty to the modern house. 

Tips to Beautify 
Waterscapes

ISHITA JINDAL  
 

Pond landscaping ideas open up a world of  creativity and natural beauty 
within your outdoor space. Whether it is a serene retreat with meander-
ing water features, a vibrant ecosystem with aquatic life, or a harmo-

nious fusion of  flora and liquid elegance, these pond landscaping ideas pro-
vide a canvas for diverse possibilities. In this realm, the intersection of  
artistry and nature unfolds, allowing you to sculpt a landscape that not only 
captivates the eye but also becomes a space for relaxation and reflection. 

These are edited excerpts. Read full articles on The Architect’s Diary website.

FURNITURE FOR 
SMALL SPACES
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Using a drop leaf table 
A table with one or two hinges supported by legs, arms, or 
brackets is a drop-leaf table. It is an innovation of the early 17th 
century, followed by its elongated version of the sofa table that 
dates back to the 1790s. This table becomes the perfect piece of 
furniture for small spaces without being bulky or easy to move. It 
can be used as an extension for the seats used anywhere in the 
house.

Storing stackable chairs 
Having small compact spaces to live and storage furniture is a huge issue for 
people. This furniture for small spaces includes chairs for daily needs as well as 
needs when people gather. For these chairs that one opts for storing in the house, 
they must see if they are stackable chairs. These chairs are very economical 
options for furniture for small spaces as they are lightweight and easily movable. 
One can always store these chairs in small spaces. Stackable chairs come in 
various shapes, sizes, and colours that can give a funky effect while being the 
right choice of furniture according to the theme. 

Building a storage bed 
When there is a possibility of dividing different 
spaces for different functions in a small space, 
storage is a keen matter of design. As we need 
storage for our daily needs, we also need 
storage for many miscellaneous things. Hence, 
when one has a studio apartment or small 
living space where every inch counts, storage 
beds can be the best furniture for a small 
space. Nowadays, bed designs come with a lot 
of storage options with hydraulic and other 
mechanisms that could ease up the space. 
These beds are also easy to maintain and 
provide ample storage while using no extra 
space. 

Inserting murphy beds 
A Murphy bed is a bed that is hinged to the wall from one side to be stored in the wall when not in 
use. This kind of bed is a very appropriate solution for the design of furniture for small spaces. Since 
they can be used as a bed and a storage, they are very good small space-saving furniture. When 
folded, they can also be an addition to the elevation of a particular wall in the house. 

Sofa-cum-bed for living rooms 
When the thought comes regarding the living room of a small house, 
the main focus comes on the sofa in the room. This is the most 
important and intricate piece of furniture that can be used for 
multiple purposes. One can design a sofa-bed that can be used in 
either way according to the time. Given this type of design as 
furniture for small spaces, it will save extra space in the house. This 
can give us a variety of opportunities to use it in any room. Such a 
piece of furniture for small spaces has the benefit of fitting anywhere.

Sleeping spaces with bunk beds 
Compact homes always have spaces for every function 
rather than allocated rooms. This demands designing 
furniture for every activity in a rather optimised manner. 
Every piece of furniture in a small space has its 
advantages. Using bunk beds for sleeping or in a bedroom 
can give one extra space to accommodate. Using these 
beds as furniture for small spaces can expand the 
bedrooms for more than one person. 

Optimize internal wardrobe spaces 
When one has a small home, one can design the storage 
wardrobes while thinking about them very carefully. The 
wardrobes can have modular compartments for storing every kind 
of item. These wardrobes can be designed with extra lofts over 
the top to incorporate more storage. These lofts can help one 
have storage for suitcases and other miscellaneous items. There 
can be drawers that would provide extra storage inside the 
cupboards for various items such as socks, jewellery, etc. 
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Planning 
The planning stage in pond landscaping 
serves as the cornerstone for creating a 
harmonious and visually captivating outdoor 
sanctuary. Beginning with a clear definition 
of purpose and goals, such as space 
assessment, size, and shape determination, 
as well as the selection of water features and 
materials. The choice of water elements, 
whether they be serene fountains or 
cascading waterfalls, becomes integral to 
shaping the overall ambiance. Equally 
important is the conscientious planning of an 
ecosystem, ensuring a balanced coexistence 
of aquatic life and plants. 

Select Plants Wisely 
Research and choose aquatic plants suitable for 
your climate and the pond’s conditions. Different 
plants contribute to the pond’s ecosystem, 
providing oxygen, shade, and habitat for aquatic 
life. Varied plant selections also add visual 
interest and contribute to the overall health of 
the pond. Consider scale, proportion, and 
seasonal interest in your selections to create a 
visually dynamic pond landscape that evolves 
with the changing seasons. The thoughtful 
interplay of these plant considerations ensures a 
pond that not only captivates the eye but also 
fosters a thriving and sustainable aquatic 
environment. 

Add Lighting 
Integrating lighting into your pond 

landscaping not only extends the visual 
appeal into the evening but also creates a 
captivating and enchanting atmosphere. 
Consider incorporating underwater lights 
strategically positioned within the pond to 
illuminate water features, plants, and fish. 
Path lights along the edges of pathways or 
surrounding vegetation provide safety while 

Install Fencing if Necessary 
If you have pets or young children, consider 
installing a fence around the pond to ensure 
their safety. The fence can be made of glass 
and should be aesthetically pleasing and 
complement the overall design while 
providing a practical barrier to prevent 
accidents. 

Create Viewing Points 
Designing strategic viewing points around 
your pond, like placing a bench or a series of 
stepping stones along one side, offering a 
serene spot to sit and observe the pond’s 
reflections and inhabitants. If space allows, a 
well-positioned deck or elevated platform can 
provide a panoramic view of the entire water 
feature. By creating intentional viewing 
points, you transform your pond into a 
captivating focal point within your landscape, 
encouraging moments of relaxation.
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Consider a Water Feature 
Incorporating a water feature into your pond 
landscaping elevates the overall ambiance, 
providing a focal point. Consider installing a 
waterfall or a fountain that can add a touch 
of elegance and movement to the water. The 
gentle sound of trickling water can contribute 
to a tranquil atmosphere, transforming your 
pond into a serene retreat. 


